








L0 B CASE FOR

To live near the water and to not have a boat is
probably against a law of Nature, ﬁs well as being ob-
viously masochistic. Bﬁt wha% does one do if one does
not care to cope with the whims of the wind, nor suffer
the noise and odors of a polluting fossil-power plant?
"The winds and the waves are always on the side of the
ablest navigators" hints Edward Gibbon; neatly summar-
izing the art of navigation in terms of PFrancis Bacon's
"mastery of Nature through obedience". To update these 1T7th
and 18th century aphorisms we might formulate another,
appropriate to our own age of environmental concern:
"Next to sail and solar power, human power is the most
ecologically benign". )

But with sail-power so spasmodic, and solar panels so
expensive, we are left with just our bodily resources.
Paddles and oars of course have been used to move us on

the face of the waters since the beginning of time, and

have much to recommend them for simplicity and economy.

PEDAL~-POWER

But paddliﬁg is tiring, and rowing is backwards, so what
afe our. options?

Pedal power, naturally! Why not sit comfortably facing
forward, énd, with one's hands free for more interesting
things; use one's more powerful leg muscles as the means
for maritime;locomotion; Not for walking on water, of
course, but just as the invention of the wheel made things
g0 easier on land (at the cost of some slight complication)
so also_does the mariné paddle-wheel or screw propeller
provide an effective conversion of pedal torque into pro-
pulsive thrust on the water.

If shallow water is not the case, the weight and windage
of paddle-wheels then leaves the propeller as the answer
to our prayer. Now, if speed's your game then high-tech's
the name, and the air propeller and hydrofoils are the

way to go. But,if once afloat you are "there", then the

submerged screw is the one for you.

shop drawings and building procedures on 1l1"x1l7" sheets
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